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WATH-UPON-DEARNE  URRAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 


of  Health 


for  the  year  1956 


Public  Health  Department, 

Dunford  House, 

Doncaster  Road, 
Wath-upon-Dearne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I  present  to  you  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December,  1956. 

There  was  a  very  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease  only  forty-nine 
notifications  being  received  in  the  course  of  the  year.  There  were  only 
two  infant  deaths  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  8.51  was  again  lower 
than  the  National  Rate  23.8  and  the  County  Rate  27.1. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  made  a  total  of  2,532  visits  to  premises 
and  houses  including  286  visits  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection  at  the 
Slaughter  House.  The  district  water  supply  and  the  water  in  the  Council’s 
swimming  baths  are  regularly  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
All  samples  so  investigated  were  satisfactory.  Milk  and  samples  of  imita¬ 
tion  cream  were  purchased  and  examined  bacteriologically.  Some  of  the 
imitation  cream  samples  could  have  been  better  and  advice  was  given 
where  it  was  evident  that  an  improved  product  could  be  obtained  by 
paying  more  attention  to  absolute  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  of  the 
mixture. 

In  all  this  work  I  have  had  the  willing  assistance  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  and  the  support  of  the  Council  and  the  Family  Doctors  and 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  CUSITER,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  “A” 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
WATH-UPON-DEARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,665 

Population  (Census,  1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,928 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid  1956  14,090 

Natural  Increase  of  Population  in  1956  . .  . .  . .  86 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census,  1931)  . .  . .  . .  3,375 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (31st  December,  1956)  . .  4,709 

Nett  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £503 

Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  £128,776 

Height  above  Sea  Level  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  70-325  ft. 

Rainfall  for  Year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27.8  ins. 

Coal  mining  is  the  main  source  of  employment  and  this  includes  the 
transport  of  coal,  and  the  extraction  of  by-products.  In  November,  a  new 
Carbonization  Plant  commenced  production  at  Manvers  Main.  There 
was  no  unemployment  in  the  case  of  male  workers.  There  is  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  finding  employment  in  the  district  for  female  workers  in  spite  of 
every  effort  that  has  been  made  to  attract  suitable  light  industry  to  the 
district. 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1956. 

Eng.  &  Wales 


1956 

1955 

1956 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

Crude 

16.68 

17.74 

15.7 

Adjusted 

16.18 

17.04 

* 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  . 

0.43 

0.49 

* 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

Crude 

10.57 

10.25 

11.7 

Adjusted  . . 

12.90 

11.48 

* 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

8.51 

8.03 

23.8 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

4.26 

8.03 

16.9 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

births 

4.15 

Nil 

0.56 

*  Figures  not  available. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1956  IN 

DETAIL. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate 

110 

112 

222 

Illegitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Total  Live  Births 

Stillbirths  : 

1 

5 

235 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

78 

71 

149 

5 


Stillbirths  : 

Rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  . .  . .  . .  . .  24.89 

Comparability  Factors  : 

Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0.97 

Deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1.12 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  :  Deaths 


Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis  1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . .  . .  Nil 


Death  Rate  per 
1,000  births 
(Live  and  Still) 
4.15 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  8.51 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  . .  . .  9.01 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  . .  . .  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4.26 


Causes  of  Death  in  1956. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2.  Tuberculosis  (Other) 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

10.  Cancer  of  Stomach 

1 1 .  Cancer  of  Bronchus  or  Lungs  . . 

12.  Cancer  of  Breast 

13.  Cancer  of  Uterus 

14.  Other  Cancer  or  lymphatic  Cancer 

15.  Leukaemia  or  Aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  .. 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease  or  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  Circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  or  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29.  Enlarged  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformation 

32.  Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases  . 


Males  Females 


4 

A 

A. 


5 

2 

14 

14 

2 

10 

1 

2 

5 


7 


2 

3 
2 
2 

4 


13 

4 

6 

21 

1 

2 

2 


2 

1 

1 

5 


6 


33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

. 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

35. 

Suicide . 

4 

- 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Totals .  78  71 


There  was  no  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  but  seven  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus.  Nevertheless,  the  majority  of 
deaths  were  due  to  Strokes,  Cerebral  Thrombosis  and  various  forms  of 
heart  disease.  There  was  one  Maternal  death  from  the  results  of  criminal 
abortion.  Police  action  followed  the  inquest  and  a  conviction  was  recorded. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : 

Cause  of  Death  Age  Died  at 

1.  Asphyxia  due  to  choking  due  to  Inhalation 

of  re-gurgitated  Stomach  contents  (In¬ 
quest  held)  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  4  months  Home 

2.  Pulmonary  and  Intracranial  Haemorrhage, 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  Newborn 

and  Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  4  days  Hospital 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  8.51. 
This  very  low  rate  occurred  previously  in  1952  and  1955.  There  were 
no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  lower 
than  the  national  rate  23.8  and  the  County  rate  27.1. 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospital  Services. 

There  have  been  no  major  alterations  in  the  services.  There  is 
great  difficulty  and  consequent  delay  in  securing  admission  of  chronic 
sick  elderly  patients  to  suitable  hospitals.  The  delay  is  longest  in  the  case 
of  female  patients  and  in  my  opinion  this  difficulty  is  not  due  to  lack  of 
home  helps  or  home  nurses  as  all  of  these  cases  will  be  in  receipt  of  both 
services — some  having  had  home  helps  for  periods  of  more  than  two 
years,  it  would  seem  that  accommodation  is  not  adequate  particularly 
for  female  cases.  The  demand  for  admission  is  greatest  in  winter  or 
spring.  Accommodation  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  adequate 
and  there  is  no  delay  in  obtaining  hospital  treatment. 

The  demand  for  admission  to  hospital  for  confinement  varies  from 
time  to  time.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation  tor 
cases  that  must  be  admitted  for  medical  reasons.  Sometimes  there  is 
difficulty  in  obtaining  beds  for  cases  requiring  hospital  confinement  tor 
social  reasons,  i.e.  overcrowding,  bad  housing,  both  factors  which  local 
authorities  can  remedy  by  building  houses  and  clearing  unfit  property. 

County  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  is  operated  by  six  vehicles  based  at  Dunford  House. 
The  Depot  Superintendent  is  Mr.  F.  Hyde,  Wath-upon-Dearne  2234. 
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All  drivers  are  instructed  in  First  Aid  and  a  wide  range  of  first  aid  equip¬ 
ment  is  carried.  One  vehicle  is  equipped  with  wireless. 


Patients  carried .  . 

Male 

Female 

Total  mileage  . . 


30,970 

15,068 

15,902 

161,624 


In  cases  of  emergency,  i.e.  accidents,  sudden  grave  illness  or  urgent 
maternity  cases  an  ambulance  can  be  obtained  on  request.  In  all  other 
instances  the  service  must  be  authorized  by  a  doctor. 


Infectious  Diseases  by  Wards. 


Ward 

Dysen¬ 

tery 

Whoop  - 
ing 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Pyrexia 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

Measles 

Totals 

Central 

1 

12 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

24 

East  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Winterwell  .  . 

— 

5 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

9 

Melton 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

8 

West . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

WharnclifFe  . . 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Totals 

2 

23 

13 

2 

4 

1 

4 

49 

There  was  a  very  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease.  No  case  of 
infantile  paralysis  being  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 


Number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1956. 


Males  Females  Total 


Pulmonary 

33 

25 

58 

Non-Pulmonary 

6 

3 

9 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  1956. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  . .  . .  . .  — 

Others  (Cured,  re-diagnosed, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

transfers,  etc.)  . .  4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Totals  . .  4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Additions  to  Register  during  1956. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  notifications  . .  2 

Others  (restored,  transfers 

2 

1 

— 

5 

in  etc.)  . .  . .  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 


2 


3 


1 


6 
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New  Notifications — Pulmonary. 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

0 — 45  years 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

•  •  •  • 

1 

2 

55 — 65  years 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Over  65  years 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

•  •  •  • 

2 

2 

1956 

1955 

1956 

Wath 

Wath 

Eng.  and  Wa 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  Nil 

Tuberculosis: 

Nil 

0.12 

There  were  four  fresh  cases  notified.  There  were  no  deaths  for  the 
second  year  in  succession.  Patients  are  normally  admitted  to  Wath  Wood 
or  Crookhill  Chest  Hospital  or  to  the  Chest  Ward  at  Mexborough 
Montagu. 

A  Health  Visitor  from  Wath  regularly  visits  Wath  Wood  Hospital 
and  assists  with  the  personal  problems  of  West  Riding  patients  who  may 
be  having  treatment  there.  Contact  is  maintained  with  the  Chest  Clinic 
at  Mexborough  in  a  similar  fashion.  Patients  on  the  register  are  also 
visited  by  our  Health  Visitors  and  assistance  in  the  form  of  grants,  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedlinen,  beds  for  isolation  purposes  and  free  milk  may  be  granted 
where  necessary.  Our  home  nurses  carry  out  home  treatment  on  the 
instructions  of  the  Family  Doctor. 

All  school  entrants  are  tested  to  see  if  they  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  infection.  All  positive  reactors  and  their  close  home  contacts 
are  investigated  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

This  provides  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention — provided  the  Magistrates  Court  are  satisfied 
that  the  circumstances  satisfy  the  conditions  of  this  section.  No  action 
was  taken  under  this  Section  in  1956. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  and  Housing. 
Drainage  and  Sewers. 

No  major  alterations  were  made  apart  from  extensions  necessary  at 
West  Melton  and  the  Racecourse  where  houses  are  being  constructed. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  deep  bore  wells  within  the  district. 
The  supply  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  is  of  the  highest  purity.  It  is 
regularly  sampled,  monthly  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  quarterly 
for  chemical  analysis.  All  samples  were  satisfactory.  It  is  an  exceedingly 
hard  water. 

Housing. 

A  total  of  54  houses  were  constructed  by  the  Council  and  36  by 
private  enterprise.  One  house  was  demolished  and  a  Closing  Order  was 
made  in  respect  of  another. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000,  1940  to  1956 


KEY 


1951 


1952  1953  1954 


1955  1956 


1948 


1949  1950 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES— DIVISION  26. 


Rawmarsh,  Swinton  and  Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  Districts). 
Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1955  and  1956  for  Division  26. 


Area  of  Division 
Estimated  Population 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  . . 
Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  estimated  population) 

All  Causes 

Cancer  >  *  *  *  ••  • •  •• 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases,  excluding  T.B. 

Respiratory  diseases 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculosis 

All  Tuberculosis 

Maternal  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality  (rate  for  1,000  live  births) 


1956  1955 

7,990  acres 
46,090 

18.0  17.1 

10.9  10.6 

1.80  1.68 

4.51  4.22 

0.04  0.07 

0.98  1.22 

0.13  0.07 

0.04  Nil 

0.17  0.07 

1.17  1.25 

32.5  12.8 


Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  in  the  West  Riding  and  England  and  Wales  for  1956. 


Live  Birth 

Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Infective  and 
Parasitic  Dis’s. 
excluding  T.B. 
Death  Rate. 

Respiratory 

Diseases 

Death  Rate. 

Heart  and 

Circulatory 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 

All  forms. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Maternal 

Mortality. 

Division  26  .  . 
U.D.’s  in 

18.0 

10.9 

0.04 

0.98 

4.51 

1.80 

0.17 

32.49 

1.17 

West  Riding 
R.D.’s  in 

15.8 

12.6 

0.07 

1.37 

4.76 

2.05 

0.12 

25.9 

0.69 

West  Riding 
Administrative 

17.7 

9.8 

0.06 

1.07 

3.71 

1.50 

0.14 

30.0 

0.12 

County 
England  and 

16.4 

11.8 

0.07 

1.29 

4.47 

1.89 

0.13 

27.1 

0.52 

Wales 

15.7 

11.7 

* 

* 

* 

2.08 

0.12 

23.8 

0.56 

*  Figures  not  available. 

All  figures  per  1,000  population  except  last  two  columns. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  in  the  Wath  area  due  to  criminal 
abortion.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  higher  than  for  some  time  past 
due  to  an  increase  of  infant  deaths  in  Rawmarsh  and  Swinton.  The  live 
birth  rate  is  higher  than  the  National  average  and  the  death  rate  is  lower. 
The  vital  statistics  for  other  causes  of  death  compare  favourably  with  the 
County  and  National  Statistics. 
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Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  staff  consists  of  9  full-time  nurses  and  2  part-time. 

No.  of  Cases 
Assisted  Visits 

1956  .  1,015  30,861 

1955  .  1,056  30,617 

1954  .  1,211  30,008 

Home  Nurses  are  employed  to  nurse  patients  who  are  ill  or  infirm 
at  home  and  are  requested  by  the  Family  Doctor. 

Equipment  required  for  home  nursing  can  be  supplied  on  loan  free 
of  charge  from  Dunford  House  or  from  the  Central  Stores.  A  great 
amount  of  the  work  is  the  giving  of  injections  of  penicillin,  etc.  ;  this 
has  tended  to  increase  the  number  of  visits  in  the  last  few  years. 

The  difficulty  in  staffing  in  Swinton  was  overcome  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Nurses  Davidson  and  Gill  who  are  both  resident  in  the  Nurses 
Home  in  Church  Street,  Swinton. 


Infant  Welfare  and  Health  Visiting  Service. 


Centre. 

Doctor 
in  Charge. 

No.  of  individual 
children 
who  attended 
during  the  year. 

Total  No.  of  attendances 
made  by  children  in  previous 
column  during  the  year. 

Under  1  yr. 
of  age. 

Over  1  yr. 
of  age. 

Wath  .  . 

Dr.  M.  Lister 

253 

1633 

483 

West  Melton  .  . 

Dr.  M.  Lister 

144 

870 

203 

Swinton 

Dr.  I.  Campbell 

333 

2480 

877 

Kilnhurst 

Dr.  J.  Core 

108 

630 

340 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  J.  Core 

338 

1433 

233 

Parkgate 

Dr.  M.  R.  Menzies 

83 

444 

157 

Totals  .  . 

1259 

7490 

2293 

No.  of  Home  Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  within  the  Division 


During  the  Year. 

First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

Expectant  Mothers 

72 

101 

Children  under  1  year 

783 

3,296 

Children  between  1  and  5 

* 

•  •  •  • 

6,154 

Other  cases 

* 

•  •  •  • 

4,739 

Totals 

855 

14,290 

* 

Figures  not  available. 

There  are  nine  Health  Visitors  employed  in  the  Division  on  a  lull 
range  of  duties  including  work  as  School  Nurses.  Two  attend  at  Wath 
Wood  Hospital  and  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough  respectively  to 
provide  a  link  between  the  Hospital  Services  and  the  Local  Health 
Authority.  They  attend  all  Clinics  and  carry  out  home  visiting  and  the 
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specialised  visiting  which  is  called  for  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  They 
supervise  the  Home  Help  Scheme  and  in  addition  visit  as  many  aged 
people  in  their  area  as  possible.  They  work  in  close  contact  with  all  the 
agencies  concerned  with  Social  Welfare  and  with  the  other  departments, 
such  as  Children’s  Officer,  Welfare  Officer,  etc. 


MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Births. 

Proportion  of 

Domiciliary 

Institutional 

Domiciliary  to 

Institutional 

Wath 

161 

80 

2  :  1 

Swinton 

133 

75 

7  :  4 

Rawmarsh 

220 

184 

6  :  5 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Clinic. 

Doctor 
in  Charge. 

No.  of 
women  who 
attended. 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 
for  blood 
exam.  only. 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  by  women. 

Wath  .  . 

Dr.  D.  Chapman 

68 

62 

425 

Swinton 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

148 

— 

718 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

. 

230 

— 

891 

Totals 

446 

62 

2034 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 


(Held  jointly  with  Ante-Natal  Clinics). 


Clinic. 

i 

Doctor 
in  Charge. 

i 

Number  of  women 
who  attended. 

Total  No.  of  attendances 
made  by  women. 

Wath 

Dr.  D.  Chapman 

22 

22 

Swinton  .  . 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

21 

21 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

38 

38 

Totals 

81 

81 

Relaxation  Classes. 


I 

Number  of  Women 

Total  No.  of  attendances 

Clinic. 

Midwife. 

who  attended. 

made  by  women. 

Swinton  . . 

F.  Launders 

35 

310 

Wath 

M.  Barber 

115 

857 

Rawmarsh 

L.  Bamford 

22 

132 

Totals 

172 

1299 

There  was  one  maternal  death  due  to  criminal  abortion. 

The  staff  consists  of  9  Midwives  and  Relief  Midwife.  60%  of  con¬ 
finements  in  the  division  take  place  at  home,  i.e.,  514  confinements. 

The  midwife  was  responsible  for  the  delivery  of  the  mother  in  477 
cases  without  the  assistance  of  the  family  doctor. 


12 


Some  mothers  are  still  engaging  a  midwife  or  family  doctor  at  too 
late  a  stage  in  pregnancy.  Ante-natal  care  to  be  of  its  maximum  value 
requires  to  continue  throughout  pregnancy. 

The  relaxation  classes  are  a  source  of  sound  information  for  those 
expecting  their  first  baby  and  are  much  appreciated  by  those  attending. 


Premature  Births. 


District. 

Born  Alive. 

Still-born. 

No.  Rem. 
to  Hosp. 
after 
Birth. 

No.  who  survived 

28  days. 

Born 

at 

Home. 

Born 

in 

Hosp. 

Total. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

Total. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

Total 

Wath 

7 

10 

17 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

7 

10 

17 

Swinton  . . 

2 

7 

9 

— 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Rawmarsh . . 

17 

12 

29 

— 

3 

3 

4 

15 

10 

25 

Totals  . . 

26 

29 

55 

1 

8 

9 

5 

24 

24 

48 

A  premature  baby  is  one  weighing  5|  lbs.  or  under  at  birth  ;  of  the 
55  babies  in  this  group  48  were  alive  at  the  end  of  28  days.  These  babies 
require  special  care  in  the  early  stages  of  their  life  and  some  of  our  mid¬ 
wives  have  had  specialised  training  in  the  management  of  these  tiny 
babies.  The  necessary  equipment  including  premature  cots  is  supplied 
from  D unford  House. 


Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  her  Child. 

There  were  29  illegitimate  births  in  the  Division.  24  came  to  our 
notice.  The  mother  kept  her  baby  in  22  cases — the  best  solution  if  at 
all  possible.  In  one  case  the  grandparents  took  the  child  and  in  one  case 
the  child  was  adopted.  These  cases  are  assisted  by  Miss  Spooner,  a 
Welfare  Worker  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  assists  cases  irrespective 
of  religion.  Accommodation  for  the  confinement  can  be  arranged  by  the 
County  Council  Health  Department. 


Welfare  Foods. 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  A 
and  D  Tablets  are  supplied  to  Mothers  from  distribution  centres  through¬ 
out  the  Division.  The  orange  juice  distributed  by  milk  retailers  is  a 
refreshing  drink  but  is  no  substitute  for  the  concentrated  orange  juice 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  and  recommended  for  children  on  account  ol 
its  vitamin  content. 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

Establishment  of  Domestic  Helps  . .  . .  . .  24  full  time 

No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  . .  . .  . .  62  part  time 
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Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  year  ended  31st 


December,  1956. 

No.  of  Cases 

Hours 

(1)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . . 

84 

6,913 

(2)  Tuberculosis  . . 

•  •  •  • 

2 

143 

(3)  Chronic  sick  :  (a)  aged  65  plus 

•  •  •  • 

291 

46,802 

(b)  under  65 

•  •  •  • 

17 

3,221 

(4)  Others 

•  •  •  • 

10 

391 

Totals 

•  •  •  • 

404 

57,470 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Average  No.  of  staff  (part-time) 

52 

62 

62 

Total  hours 

. .  48,790 

57,134 

57,470 

This  service  may  be  required  when  assistance  is  necessary  in  running 
a  home.  The  initial  request  usually  comes  from  the  family  doctor.  The 
service  is  not  free  but  applicants  of  limited  means  do  not  have  to  pay. 
Home  Helps  are  not  employed  to  sit  with  lonely  people,  nor  are  they 
employed  to  carry  out  work  which  ordinary  people  would  consider  should 
be  the  responsibility  of  sons  and  daughters,  or  other  near  relatives. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Mentally  Defective  Persons.  ^ 

J  Division  No.  26 

(1)  ( a )  Total  No.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 

(b)  No.  ascertained  during  1956  . .  . .  . .  9 

(2)  (a)  No.  under  Guardianship  . .  . .  . .  2 

(i b )  No.  under  Statutory  Supervision  . .  . .  99 

(c)  No.  on  licence  from  Institutions  . .  . .  2 

(3)  (a)  No.  awaiting  Institution  admission  . .  . .  6 

(i b )  No.  attending  Group  Training  Classes  . .  22 

(c)  No.  receiving  Home  Training  . .  . .  8 

(d)  No.  in  Remunerative  Employment  . .  . .  43 


A  Social  Worker,  Miss  Ball,  is  employed  in  the  care  of  persons 
suffering  from  mental  ill  health  and  who  have  been  discharged  from 
hospital.  This  worker  also  maintains  supervision  of  the  Mental  Defectives 
in  the  area. 

Group  Training  Classes  are  held  for  those  Mental  Defectives  who 
are  capable  of  benefiting  by  simple  training.  The  classes  are  at  present 
held  at  Wath,  Swinton  and  Rawmarsh  in  the  Clinic  premises. 

Plans  have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  an  Occupation  Centre 
at  Wath  and  the  Group  Training  Classes  are  the  best  we  can  do  in  the 
absence  of  a  Centre.  Mrs.  L.  Feasey  is  in  charge  of  the  classes. 

CHILDREN  LIKELY  TO  BE  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED 

IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  the  appointed  officer  for  the 
co-ordination  of  this  service.  Reports  on  children  come  from  Health 
Visitors,  School  Welfare  Officers,  Children’s  Officers,  N.S.P.C.C.,  etc. 
In  one  instance  the  N.S.P.C.C.  found  it  necessary  to  prosecute  and  both 
parents  were  committed  to  prison  for  six  months.  The  great  majority 
of  the  children  are  well  cared  for. 


14 


cc} 


W  « 


,<U 


C/3 


0/ 

bO 

eg 

4-> 

c 

<u 

o 

J-l 

<u 


ITi 


C/3 

tH 

>« 


M  • 

<U  c/5 

d£ 
ID  in 


M 

eg 

<U 

>< 

3  § 

S'S 

xi  3 
£  a 

e«  O 
6^ 


03 

4— < 

O 

h 


in 


C/5 

lx 


C/5 


w 


J^NO 

d  c  ^ 

(U  c3 


CM 


♦X 

flj  C/5 

P  in 


03 

4-* 

o 

h 


03 


IS  x!  co 
U  £  o 
x  'g  4-1 

o  5  a 

•  c  3 
o  c 

Z  6  | 


C/5 

lx 
.  >H 

in 

M  • 

flj  C/5 

Xi£ 
ID  in 


d 

JJ  H  to 
10  n 

Tl  ^  H 

C/5  -p 

5  o  3vo 
UXJX3^ 

x  e  sgii 

O  QJ  c/5 

.  >  o 
►°  '5b73 


v© 

c  m 

w  dN 

l-c  ^ 

2  d 

j3  3 


o 

z 


d 

d 

a 

a 


eg 

4-» 

o 

H 


in 


C/3 

l-l 

I* 


C/5 


lx 

<L>  _ 

d>< 

Id  m 


u 

•  X 

lx 

*X 

C/5 

5 

d 

eg 

-O 


© 


ON 

v© 

ON 


ON 

© 


N© 

in 


i> 

ON 

co 


in 

oo 

cm 


CM 

co 

CM 


co 

ON 


in 

oo 


00 

00 

in 

<N 


00 

co 

ON 


NO 

N© 

CO 

CM 


r}< 

o 

CM 


00 


in 

00 


CM 

in 


cn 


co 

CM 


O 

l> 


CO 

CM 


r- 

ON 


CM 


r- 

cO 


CM 

t> 


CO 

in 

o 

CO 


t" 

NO 


NO 

00 

in 

co 


o 

NO 

On 

CM 


NO 

CM 

NO 


CM 


CM 

CM 


NO 


NO 

CO 


in 

co 


in 

oo 


eg 


C 

o 


i* 

oo 


x: 

C/3 

eg 

a 

* 

eg 

Pi 


15 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  or  Re-vaccinated  during  1956. 


Age  at  31.12.56 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

15  or  over 

i.e.  born  in  years. 

1956 

1952/55 

1942/51 

before  1942. 

Total. 

No.  vaccinated  : 

Wath 

57 

13 

1 

6 

77 

Swinton 

16 

3 

1 

7 

27 

Rawmarsh . . 

44 

5 

— 

3 

52 

No.  re-vaccinated  : 

Wath 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Swinton 

— 

— 

— 

16 

6 

Rawmarsh . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

This  disease  in  its  major  form  kills  one  in  three  of  those  who  develop 
the  complaint.  The  disease  will  tend  to  be  imported  to  the  country  more 
commonly  owing  to  air  travel.  Treatment  is  not  effective  in  preventing 
death  or  disfigurement.  The  disease  is  prevented  only  by  vaccination  in 
infancy  and  re- vaccination  in  adult  life. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

The  greatest  mortality  from  this  disease  is  in  the  first  year  of  life. 
Children  should  be  protected  at  3-6  months  of  age. 

POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION. 

Children  born  in  the  years  1947-54  were  registered  for  this  im¬ 
munisation.  The  response  was  excellent  and  the  scheme  began  with  the 
first  delivery  of  vaccine  in  May.  It  was  suspended  during  the  Summer 
months  and  re-opened  in  the  Autumn. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

I  here  are  8,700  scholars  on  the  school  registers  in  the  Division.  All 
are  medically  examined  on  entry  to  school,  the  7-8  year  group,  and  on 
entry  and  leaving  Secondary  Schools.  In  cases  where  further  examination 
is  necessary  this  is  arranged  by  appointment.  Family  Doctors  are  con¬ 
sulted  before  any  scholar  is  referred  to  a  Consultant  School  Clinic  and 
are  similarly  notified  of  all  Consultants’  Reports. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey,  Paediatrician  to  the  County  Council,  conducts 
regular  Clinics  at  Barber’s  Avenue  and  the  local  Hospitals,  so  that  con¬ 
tinuous  specialist  supervision  is  possible  when  required. 

Dr.  M.  R.  Menzies,  in  addition  to  her  work  in  the  School  Health 
Service,  is  responsible  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  various  categories  of 
handicapped  pupils  and  an  increasing  amount  of  time  has  to  be  spent 
on  this  every  year.  In  order  to  maintain  the  number  of  examinations  in 
view  of  the  increased  work  it  was  necessary  to  engage  Dr.  K.  Firth,  Dr. 

I .  A.  Appleby  and  Dr.  C.  F.  R.  Mallett  on  a  sessional  basis. 
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SCHOOL 

Ultra  Violet  Light 
Ophthalmic  Clinics 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Paediatric  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 
E.N.T.  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 


CLINICS. 

Wath  and  Rawmarsh 

Wath  and  Rawmarsh 

Rawmarsh 

Rawmarsh 

Rawmarsh 

Montagu  Hospital 

Swinton 


INSPECTIONS  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN,  1956. 

Entrants . 

7-8  year  group . 

1st  year  Secondary  . 

Last  year  Secondary 


864 

468 

393 

752 


2,477 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  .  1,967 

No.  of  Re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  774 


2,741 


Grand  Total  of  Inspections  carried  out  .  5,218 


CLEANLINESS  OF 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AND 

HEAD 

INFESTATION. 

Total 

Children 

School 

Percentage 

Infested 

Population 

Infested 

Rawmarsh  and  Parkgate  . . 

273 

3600 

7.6 

Swinton  and  Kilnhurst  . . 

42 

1559 

2.7 

Wath  and  West  Melton  . . 

34 

3045 

1.1 

Comparative  Figures. 

1956 

1955 

W.R.C.C. 

1955 

Total  No.  Infested 

349 

462 

— 

Total  Children 

8204 

7799 

— 

Total  Percentage 

4.3 

5.9 

4.5 

Detailed  Breakdown  in 

Figures. 

District. 

No.  in¬ 
fested. 

GIRLS 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Per 

centage. 

No.  in¬ 
fested. 

BOYS 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Per 

centage. 

Rawmarsh 

193 

1706 

11.3 

80 

1894 

4.2 

Swinton 

35 

772 

4.5 

7 

787 

0.9 

Wath . 

30 

1468 

2.0 

4 

1577 

0.3 

Division 

258 

3946 

6.5 

91 

4258 

2.1 

The  School  Population  is  an  average  population  for  the  year  and 
excludes  the  Grammar  School.  There  was  an  improvement  in  cleanliness 
throughout  the  whole  Division  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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CARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 


Day  School  for  E.S.N.  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Residential  School  for  Deaf  or  Partially  Deaf  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  7 

Residential  School  for  Deaf  E.S.N.  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Residential  School  for  Partially-sighted  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  3 

Residential  School  for  Blind  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Residential  School  for  Delicate  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Residential  School  for  Spastic  Pupils  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

23 

No.  of  Children  receiving  Home  Education  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Total  No.  of  Children  receiving  Education  other  than  at  an  ordinary 
school  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 


TUBERCULIN  JELLY  TESTING  OF  SCHOOL 

ENTRANTS. 

All  School  Entrants,  whose  parents  have  given  written  consent, 
have  been  jelly  tested.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 

No.  Tested  No.  Positive  No.  Negative 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females 

389  394  3  5  386  389 

All  positives  have  been  notified  to  their  respective  Family  Doctors 
and  have  been  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  local  Chest  Clinic. 

None  of  the  cases  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  active  Tuberculosis. 

DETAILS  OF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT 

FOR  VARIOUS  AUTHORITIES. 

College  Entrants  examined  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Teachers  examined  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Superannuation  Examinations  for  (County)  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Superannuation  Examinations  for  (Local  Councils)  . .  . .  . .  7 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector 

for  the  year  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

W ath-upon-D ear ne  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Houses  for  structural  defects  (housing  inspections) 

made 

514 

Houses  re  overcrowding 

1 

Premises  re  nuisances  : 

Houses  re  vermin  and  insect  pests 

139 

Drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences 

451 

Dustbins  and  refuse  accommodation 

176 

Offensive  accumulations 

35 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages 

13 

Keeping  animals 

6 

Filthy  premises 

25 

Factories 

5 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits 

33 

Observations  and  visits  re  smoke  nuisances 

79 

Visits  re  refuse  collection 

68 

Visits  re  refuse  disposal 

158 

Dairies  and  milk  shops 

14 

Ice-cream  premises 

2 

Food  shops 

44 

Restaurants,  canteens  and  other  food  preparing  premises 

8 

Bakehouses 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

Meat  inspection  visits 

Hairdressers’  premises 

286 

5 
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Common  lodging  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Rats  and  mice  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  234 

Visits  for  food  sampling  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Inspection  of  caravan  dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Swimming  baths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Miscellaneous  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  124 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,532 


Complaints  Received. 

449  complaints  were  received  at  my  office  during  the  year.  This 
shows  an  increase  of  94  over  last  year’s  figure.  The  complaints  have  been 
classified  as  follows  : — 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Complaint  Complaints 

received 

Choked  or  leaking  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  147 

General  housing  defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Defective  sinks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Defective  eaves,  gutters  and  fallpipes  . .  . .  . .  7 

Smoke  nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Dilapidated  dustbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Dirty  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Vermin  and  other  insect  pests  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Accumulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Delay  in  dustbin  emptying  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Keeping  of  animal  nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Rats  and  mice  infestations  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Inadequate  water  supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Burst  water  pipes  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 


T  otal  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  449 


Particulars  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  and  West 
Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951. 

Number  of  written  informal  notices  served  during  the  year 

requiring  nuisances  and  housing  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  247 

Number  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  204* 

Number  of  verbal  intimations  given  . .  . .  . .  . .  178 

Number  complied  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  176* 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  re  nuisances  (excluding 

Housing  repairs)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Number  complied  with  by  owner  or  occupier  . .  . .  . .  19* 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  requiring  housing  defects 

to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 
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Number  complied  with  by  owner  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  16* 

Number  of  notices  where  work  executed  by  local  authority  in 
default  of  owner  (to  remedy  housing  defects  and  other 
nuisances)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12* 

Number  of  notices  where  works  executed  by  owner  after  the 

institution  of  legal  proceedings  . .  . .  . .  . .  1  * 

*  Includes  notices  served  prior  to  1956  but  complied  with  in  1956. 

The  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  included  notices  under 
the  powers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  section  24  (main¬ 
tenance  of  length  of  public  sewer),  39  (repair  of  drainge),  45  (repairs  to 
waterclosets),  75  (renewal  of  dustbins),  93  (abatement  of  nuisances), 
103  (smoke  nuisances),  and  under  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act  1951,  section  53  (cleansing  of  choked  drains), 
35  (repair  of  defective  houses). 

Nature  of  Defects  remedied  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


Choked  drains  cleansed 

Drains  reconstructed  or  repaired 

Watercloset  fittings  repaired  or  renewed 

Watercloset  structures  repaired 

Drain  vent  shafts  repaired 

Additional  waterclosets  provided 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed 

Sinks  renewed 

Washing  boilers  repaired 

Dustbins  renewed 

Accumulations  removed 

Keeping  of  animal  nuisances  abated 

Dirty  and/or  verminous  premises  cleansed 

Insect  pest  infestations  cleared 

Rodent  infestations  cleared 

Yards  paved 

Insanitary  air-raid  shelters  demolished 
Insanitary  privies  demolished 
Roofs  repaired 
Chimney  stacks  repaired 
Smoke  nuisances  abated  . .  . . 

Eaves,  gutters  and  fallpipes  renewed  or  repaired 
Fractured  walls  repaired 
Walls  re-pointed 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

Window  frames  repaired 
Window  fasteners  repaired 

Fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired 

Doors  repaired 

Wall  re-built 

Skirting  board  repaired 

Stairs  repaired 

Coal  chutes  repaired 
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8 

59 

7 

4 

5 

10 

12 

3 

77 

10 

2 

11 

5 

58 

3 

3 

5 

48 

21 

6 

42 

16 

3 

56 

26 

3 

32 

7 

21 

1 

2 

1 

6 
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Houses  re-painted  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  supplies  restored  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

HOUSING. 


Repair  and  Maintenance. 

The  application  of  the  provision  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts  so  as  to  require  the  execution  of  repairs  to  houses  was  again  confined 
mainly  to  securing  the  abatement  of  the  more  serious  nuisances  which  had 
arisen  because  of  disrepair.  Action  was  taken  usually  because  of  com¬ 
plaints  received  from  tenants  of  the  property  concerned.  The  need  for 
making  many  more  routine  inspections  of  dwellings  with  a  view  to 
requiring  better  repair  and  maintenance,  is  obvious.  Many  houses  and 
whole  streets  of  houses  are  dingy  and  the  amenity  considerably  reduced 
because  of  lack  of  repair,  including  external  painting. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  slum  clearance  and 
the  action  taken  was  again  confined  to  dealing  with  a  few  houses  which 
were  very  old  and  worn-out  and  either  dangerous  or  in  such  a  state  of 
disrepair  that  the  owners  were  quite  willing  or  even  anxious  to  have  them 
demolished.  The  main  reason  for  delay  appeared  to  be  the  inability, 
because  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  sewers,  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of 
new  houses  for  re-housing  families  who  would  need  displacing  from  slum 
clearance  dwellings. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

During  the  year  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
from  the  tenants  of  10  dwelling  houses.  Following  an  inspection  of  the 
property  concerned  and  a  report  to  the  appropriate  Sub-Committee 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  in  respect  of  9  houses. 

On  the  application  of  the  landlords,  2  certificates  of  disrepair  were 
revoked  by  the  Council  after  the  execution  of  repairs. 

The  work  done  locally  under  the  Rent  Acts  for  securing  repairs  to 
houses  by  means  of  the  issue  of  disrepair  certificates  appeared  to  achieve 
very  little  in  the  way  of  actual  repairs  completed. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  are  as  follows: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  4709 

Number  of  back  to  back  houses  included  in  above  . .  . .  14 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  149 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  514 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  . .  10 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  24 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action  : — 

(а)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

(б)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)(a)  above) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  112 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those 

shown  in  ( a )  above)  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Acts, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  16* 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  3* 

*  Including  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

prior  to  1956. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  . .  . .  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a  result 

of  undertakings  given  by  owners .  5 

(5)  Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  under¬ 

takings  given  by  owners  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  2 

(6)  Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  1 1  of  the  Local 

Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act 
1953  : 

Closing  Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

New  Houses. 

4.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  : 

By  Local  Authority  :  Permanent  type  . .  . .  . .  54 

Temporary  type  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

By  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Any  action  in  connection  with  : 

(a)  Section  4 — Advances  for  purpose  of  increasing  accom¬ 
modation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs  and 

Rents  Act,  1954. 

Grants  for  improvement  of  housing  accommodation  . .  16 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  table  on  page  24  shows  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  the  five  Wards  of  the  District  and  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  thereat. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

No  licence  to  erect,  station  or  use  a  moveable  dwelling  in  the  District 
was  issued  during  the  year.  A  few  caravans  were  stationed  in  the  District 
for  short  periods,  principally  for  the  use  of  employees  engaged  on  civil 
engineering  or  constructional  work  in  the  area.  These  were  visited  with 
a  view  to  ensuring  reasonable  sanitary  conditions  on  the  site. 

Cleansing  of  Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises. 

The  furniture  and  household  effects  belonging  to  three  families 
were,  on  removal  from  old  infested  houses  to  new  Council  houses,  fumi¬ 
gated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  by  a  fumigation  contractor. 

During  the  summer  a  number  of  council  houses  were  inspected  in 
which  during  previous  years  families  from  old  bed-bug  infested  houses 
were  re-housed  (furniture,  etc.,  being  fumigated  at  the  time  of  removal) 
and  in  only  one  instance  was  any  re-infestation  with  vermin  found  to 
exist. 

Eight  houses  which  were  infested  with  bed-bugs  were  cleansed 
during  the  year,  two  being  Council  houses  and  six  old  privately  owned 
houses. 

Insect  Pests. 

Other  insect  pest  infestations  dealt  with  included  mason  wasps,  bees, 
bryobia,  cockroaches  and  flies. 
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Rodent  Infestation  Control. 

It  appears  that  the  occupiers  of  premises  are  gradually  realising  their 
duty  to  notify  the  local  authority  when  their  premises  are  infested  with 
rats  or  mice  and  such  notifications  are  frequently  received.  The  Council’s 
rodent  operator,  who  is  employed  part  time  on  the  work,  undertakes  the 
treatment  of  infested  premises.  Dwelling  house  premises  are  treated 
without  charge  to  the  occupier.  Shops,  factories  and  other  business  or 
trade  premises  are  treated  at  the  request  of  the  occupiers  and  a  charge  is 
made  to  cover  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials.  On  a  number  of  occasions 
the  occupier  of  business  premises  has  been  unwilling  to  meet  the  cost  of 
treatment  by  the  Council’s  operator.  In  such  instances  it  is  usually  found 
that  the  steps  taken  by  the  occupier  to  deal  with  the  infestations  are  not 
very  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  records  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Rats — Number  of  Properties  : 

Mice — Number  of  Properties : 

Type  of  Premises 

Inspected 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

Inspected 

Found 
to  be 
infested 

Treated 

by 

L.A. 

Local  Authority 
Depots,  etc. 

9 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Dwelling  Houses 

39 

33 

33 

2 

— 

— 

Business  Premises  .  . 

16 

13 

13 

3 

3 

3 

Totals 

64 

55 

55 

5 

3 

3 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

For  some  purposes  atmospheric  pollution  can  be  placed  in  two  main 
catagories  (a)  general  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  which  is  widespread 
over  the  whole  of  the  District  and  to  which  every  chimney  whether 
domestic  or  industrial  adds  its  quota,  and  ( b )  the  gross  pollution  arising 
from  a  particular  chimney  or  chimneys  sending  out  smoke,  soot  and  grit 
and  giving  rise  to  a  local  nuisance. 

The  latter  type  of  pollution  is  more  likely  to  give  rise  to  complaints 
by  members  of  the  public.  Legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  one  such  nuisance  from  smoke  emission  from  a 
small  boiler  chimney.  Ultimately  the  occupier  installed  oil  burning 
equipment  to  replace  coal  firing. 

Observation  of  industrial  chimneys  did  not  reveal  the  emission  of 
dense  black  smoke  for  long  periods  of  time  as  was  previously  experienced. 
There  is  still  however  considerable  room  for  improvement  in  connection 
with  one  or  two  boiler  plant  installations  in  the  District,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  operation  of  the  new  Clean  Air  Act  will  have  the  effect 
of  securing  this. 

The  concentration  of  new  coke  oven  plant  in  the  District  gave  rise 
to  concern  as  to  increased  pollution  from  this  source.  Since  the  plant 
was  put  into  operation  many  complaints  have  been  received  of  nuisance 
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from  both  smoke  and  smell  from  the  works.  The  siting  of  such  plants 
should  be  carefully  considered  from  the  public  health  and  nuisance 
aspects  in  the  very  early  planning  stages.  It  is  very  difficult  to  remedy 
the  nuisances  arising  from  such  plants  and  which  the  public  so  strongly 
complain  about  after  the  works  have  been  erected. 

Inspection  of  Factories. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  number  of  inspections 
made  and  action  taken  during  1956  : — 

Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948.  Part  1  of  the  Act  of  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of  : 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

6 

_ 

___ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

35 

5 

5 

_ 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

6 

____ 

_ 

_ 

Totals  .  . 

47 

5 

5 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  found  : 

Number  of 

Premises 

referred 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Sanitary  conveniences 

2 

1 

— 

— 

“ 1 

' a)  Insufficient 
( b )  Unsuitable  or 

2 

defective 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re- 

1 

lating  to  outwork) 

2 

2 

- 

'  "  “ 

Totals 

5 

5 

— 

— 
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Public  Swimming  Baths. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  public  swimming  bath  were  taken  on  6 
occasions  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination. 

The  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  which  operates  at 
the  swimming  bath  appears  to  maintain  the  water  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 


Sample  No. 

Probable  Number  of 
Coliform  bacilli 
MacConkey  2  days  37° 

Probable  Number 
of  Faecal  Coli. 

p.H.  Value 

Free  Chlorine 
in  1,000,000 
parts  water 

1  and  2 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.6 

0.1 

3  and  4 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.6 

0.1 

5  and  6 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.5 

0.5 

7  and  8 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.5 

0.4 

9  and  10 

9  per  100  ml. 

(B.  Aerogenes  type  I 
and  II) 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.4 

0.5 

11  and  12 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 

7.4 

0.5 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  whole  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  District  is  designated  milk,  being 
either  “Pasteurised,”  “Sterilised,”  or  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk.  It  is 
delivered  by  2  producer-retailers  who  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  and 
by  9  registered  distributors.  Also,  19  shopkeepers  are  registered  to  sell 
bottled  milk  from  their  shop  premises. 

Two  reports  were  received  during  the  year,  of  milk  being  supplied 
in  dirty  milk  bottles,  and  action  was  taken  with  the  management  of  the 
dairy  concerned. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of  desig¬ 
nated  milk  was  as  follows  : — 


Designation  of  Milk 

Type  of  Licence 

Number  of  Licences 
Granted 

Sterilised 

Supplementary 

3 

Pasteurised 

Supplementary 

4 

Tuberculin  tested 

Supplementary 

3 

Sterilised 

Dealer’s 

19 

Pasteurised 

Dealer’s 

8 

Tuberculin  tested 

Dealer’s 

6 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  during  the  year  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  the  results  are  tabulated 
below : — 


Sample 

No. 

Date  of 
Sampling 

Grade  of  Milk 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 
Decolourisation 
Period 

Phosphatase 

Test 

L.B.U. 

Reading 

551 

16.4.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

N 

— 

552 

16.4.56 

Pasteurised 

N 

1.6 

553 

16.4.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

N 

— 

554 

16.4.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

N 

— 

555 

16.4.56 

Pasteurised 

N 

1.7 

556 

16.4.56 

Sterilised 

_ * 

— 

561 

9.7.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

N 

— 

562 

9.7.56 

Pasteurised 

N 

1.9 

563 

9.7.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

H  hours 

— 

564 

9.7.56 

Tuberculin  tested 

\h  hours 

— 

565 

9.7.56 

Pasteurised 

N 

1.9 

*  Sample  No.  556  subject  to  Turbidity  Test — Report  Good. 

N. — Indicates  that  the  sample  was  not  decolourised  within  the  period  of 
hours  specified  in  the  regulations  and  therefore  satisfied  the  prescribed  test. 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Eighteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  dairy  farms  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli.  Two  samples  were  positive,  the  remainder  gave  negative  results. 

Diseased  cows  were  removed  from  the  herds  from  which  the  two 
pcsitive  samples  had  been  taken,  following  action  by  Veterinary  Officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Meat. 

Three  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  use  but  only  2  of  them  were 
used  for  slaughtering  purposes  during  the  year. 

Priority  in  attention  was  given  to  meat  inspection  work  to  ensure  that 
the  carcase  and  organs  of  every  animal  slaughtered  were  inspected  before 
removal  from  the  slaughterhouse.  Post  mortem  inspection  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Ministry  Memorandum  3  Meat. 

Some  deterioration  of  the  standard  of  hygiene  practised  in  connection 
with  the  dressing  of  carcases  in  the  slaughterhouses  was  noted  during 
the  year,  particularly  during  slaughtering  at  weekends  when  the  number 
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of  animals  dealt  with  was  excessive  having  regard  to  the  size  of  the 
premises. 

Particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected,  and  fresh  killed 
meat  condemned  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956  : 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

586 

189 

6 

2276 

93* 

Number  inspected  .  . 

586 

189 

6 

2276 

93* 

All  Diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

51 

24 

— 

15 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

89 

79 

— 

— 

4 

*Figures  include  24  pigs  slaughtered  on  behalf  of  cottagers  either  at  licensed 
slaughterhouses  or  on  unlicensed  premises. 


Total  weight  of  fresh  killed  meat  and  offals  condemned  6,432  lbs. 

All  diseased  and  condemned  meat  was  treated  by  the  local  authority 
with  green  dye  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouse  premises.  It  was 
then  collected  by  a  private  contractor  for  use  in  a  maggot  breeding  factory, 
except  for  whole  or  part  carcases  of  beef  which  were  disposed  of  to  an 
animal  by-products  manufacturer  after  the  application  of  green  dye. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954. 

Eighteen  licences  were  in  force  during  the  year  which  the  Council 
had  granted  authorizing  the  holders  to  slaughter  animals  in  a  slaughter¬ 
house. 

The  majority  of  the  persons  holding  licences  were  only  engaged 
occasionally  in  slaughtering  animals. 

Humane  methods  of  slaughter  were  practised,  using  the  captive  bolt 
pistol. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  licensed  for  use  for  the  slaughter 
of  horses,  or  for  use  as  knackers  yards. 
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Inspection  of  Other  Foods. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  at  foodshops  : — 


Articles  of  Food 

No.  of  Cans,  Jars,  Bottles 
or  Packets 

Weight  (Lbs.) 

Canned  vegetables 

66 

69 

Canned  fruit 

59 

56J 

Canned  meat 

9 

19£ 

Canned  milk 

8 

12f 

Preserves  .  . 

3 

3 

Canned  fish 

5 

2 

Wet  fish  .  . 

— 

14 

Rice 

2\ 

Canned  soup 

1 

\ 

Sausages 

- 

24 

Meat  paste 

1 

1 

Cheese 

— 

56 

Canned  animal  food 

3 

3 

Spaghetti  .  . 

1 

1 

Cereals 

29 

48  £ 

Sauce  and  pickles 

2 

21 

Frozen  egg  liquid 

1 

28 

Dried  milk  powder 

— 

112 

Coffee  essence 

1 

l 

4 

Totals 

189 

455  J 

All  the  above  mentioned  unsound  food  was  surrendered  by  the 
owners,  and  was  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  local  authority.  It  was 
buried  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


Food  Premises. 

The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  District 
are  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Business  No.  of  Premises 

Grocer  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  •  •  .  •  24 

Grocer  and  general  dealer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

Greengrocer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  .  •  4 

Fish  frier  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  •  • .  •  •  15 

Fishmonger  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  3 

Butcher  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  lb 

Works  canteen  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  8 

School  canteen  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  5 

Restaurant  and  cafe  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Club,  Public  houses  ..  ..  ..  ••  ..  21 


Total 


149 
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Food  premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955  are  : — 

(a)  Sale  of  ice  cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

(i b )  Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  of  potted, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Dairies  registered  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  . .  . .  3 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  visits  to  food  premises  have  been  usually  made  for  some  specific 
purposes  such  as  licensing,  sampling,  dealing  with  unsound  food  etc., 
and  very  few  visits  were  routine  inspections  with  respect  to  the  hygiene 
of  such  premises.  The  staff  in  this  department  is  not  sufficient  in  number 
to  carry  out  the  inspection  of  food  premises  as  it  should  be  done.  Such 
inspections  as  have  been  made  indicate  that  much  more  attention  is 
needed  to  this  work. 

A  course  of  8  lectures  each  of  1  £  hours  duration  was  held  in  October 
and  November  1956  for  persons  engaged  in  the  food  trades.  21  persons 
enrolled  for  the  course,  attendance  was  good,  and  the  course  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  been  very  useful  and  well  worthwhile. 

If  new  entrants  to  the  food  trades  attended  a  course  of  this  kind  it 
would  no  doubt  help  considerably  to  improve  the  standard  of  hygiene 
practised  in  food  premises. 


Ice  Cream  Samples. 

Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations. 

Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed  ice  cream 
sold  from  continuous  freezing  cabinets  installed  in  food  shops.  The 
total  number  of  shops  registered  to  sell  ice  cream  is  35.  The  temperature 
in  freezing  cabinets  was  checked  when  samples  of  ice  cream  were  pur¬ 
chased. 

Eleven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  and  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Sample 

No. 

Sample  Obtained 
from  Shop  or 
Vehicle 

Result  of  Methylene 

Blue  Test.  Period 
of  Decolourisation 

Provisional 

Grade 

Remarks  on  Type 
of  Pack 

148 

Canteen 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

149 

Shop 

Decolourised  in  2  hours 

3 

Unopened  tub 

150 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

156 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Wrapped  wafer 

157 

Cinema 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

158 

Shop 

Decolourised  in  2^  hours 

2 

Wrapped  wafer 

159 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

160 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

161 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Wrapped  wafer 

165 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Unopened  tub 

166 

Shop 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Wrapped  wafer 
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Imitation  Cream. 

Attention  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  bacteriological  quality 
of  the  imitation  cream  which  is  prepared  in  bakehouses  for  use  in  cakes 
and  confectionery.  Twelve  samples  were  obtained  and  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  the  following  reports  being  received  : 


Sample 

Date 

Sample 

Type  of 

Report 

No. 

Taken 

Sample 

Plate  Count 

Coliforms 

Pathogenic 

(per  gramme) 

Organisms 

142 

15.2.56 

Imitation 

75,000 

Faecal  B.  coli 

None 

Cream 

present  in  1 

isolated 

gramme 

143 

15.2.56 

do. 

1,000,000 

Non  faecal  coli 

None 

present  in  lgm. 
B.  aerogenes 
type  I  and  ir- 
reg.  other  types 

isolated 

None 

144 

15.2.56 

do. 

2,750,000 

Faecal  coli  pre- 

sent  in  1  gm. 

isolated 

145 

15.2.56 

do. 

2,000,000 

Coli  not  iso¬ 
lated 

None  isolated 

151 

13.6.56 

do. 

500,000 

Coli  not  iso¬ 
lated 

None  isolated 

152 

13.6.56 

do. 

4.500,000 

Non  faecal  coli 

None 

present  in 
0.0001  gm.  Ir- 
reg.  type  I 
faecal  coli  pre¬ 
sent  in  0.001 

isolated 

153 

154 

13.6.56 

13.6.56 

do. 

do. 

5,000,000 

2,000,000 

gm.  B.  Coli 
type  I 

Coli  not  iso¬ 
lated 

Non  faecal  coli 

None  isolated 

None 

present  in  0.1 
gm.  B.  aero¬ 
genes  type  I 

isolated 

None 

155 

13.6.56 

Cake  square 

4,500,000 

Non  faecal  coli 

containing 

present  in 

isolated 

imitation 

0.0001  gm.  B. 

cream 

aerogenes  type 
II.  Faecal  coli 

present  in 
0.001  gm.  Bact. 
coli  type  I 

None 

162 

4.12.56 

Imitation 

Less  than 

No  coli 

whipped 

5,000 

isolated 

isolated 

cream 

None 

163 

4.12.56 

do. 

5,000 

Faecal  coli  pre¬ 
sent  in  0.1  gm. 
Bact.  coli  type 

I 

Non  faecal  coli 

isolated 

164 

4.12.56 

do. 

10,000 

None 

in  0.001  gm.  B. 
aerogenes  type 
I,  irreg.  types 
Faecal  coli  pre¬ 
sent  in  0.01  gm. 
Bact.  coli  tvpc 

I 

isolated 
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Samples  Nos.  142,  144,  152,  153  and  155  were  considered  to  be  not 
of  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard  and  visits  or  reports  were  made 
to  the  bakehouses  concerned  so  as  to  obtain  further  improvement  in 
cleanliness  in  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  imitation  cream. 

It  is  considered  that  the  action  taken  in  1955  resulted  in  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  hygiene  in  respect  of  the  preparation  and  use  of  imitation  cream, 
and  the  general  bacteriological  standard  in  1956  was  higher  than  in  the 
previous  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Refuse  Collection. 

Conditions  in  1956  remained  much  the  same  as  set  out  in  my  report 
for  1955.  Attempts  were  made  to  introduce  a  bonus  scheme  with  a  view 
to  securing  a  regular  and  efficient  weekly  collection  of  refuse,  but  these 
attempts  failed. 

Dustbins  were  emptied  on  32  occasions  during  the  year,  an  average 
of  about  once  every  11  days.  The  intervals  between  collections  actually 
varied  from  7  to  19  days,  being  influenced  by  absence  of  staff,  sickness, 
holidays,  bad  weather,  breakdowns,  etc. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

In  June,  1956,  disposal  of  refuse  at  Wet  Moor  Lane  tip  was  dis¬ 
continued  and  all  refuse  was  taken  to  Festival  Road  tip,  where,  by  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  a  ravine  in  the  fields  is  to 
be  filled  and  the  site  levelled. 

Top  soil  was  removed  prior  to  tipping  and  has  been  stockpiled  ready 
for  use  on  the  finished  tip  surface. 

In  addition  to  house  and  trade  refuse  considerable  quantities  of 
steelworks,  slag  builders  refuse,  excavated  materials,  etc.,  were  deposited 
at  the  tip.  The  deposit  of  large  quantities  of  slag  along  with  house  refuse 
gave  rise  to  new  problems  of  control  of  the  tip,  and  difficulties  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  tip  fires,  insect  pests,  etc.,  have  arisen.  Continual  supervision 
and  control  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  or  minimize  nuisance 
from  the  tip,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  residential  property  and  school 
buildings.  The  ultimate  result  of  the  work  should  however  be  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  extensive  and  useful  school  playing  fields  forming  a  very  pleasant 
feature  in  the  area. 

The  following  statement,  with  respect  to  the  work  done  in  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  the  income  and  expenditure  incurred, 
refer  to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957. 

Refuse  Collection. 


Type  of  Receptacles  Emptied 

No. 

Emptied 

No.  of  Loads 
of  Refuse 

Dustbins 

164,096 

2,177 

Dry  ashpits . 

132* 

34] 

Trade  refuse  bins 

1,187 

23 

Waste  paper  and  cardboard 

— 

214] 

Total  number  of  loads  collected 

•  •  •  • 

2,449 

34 


Refuse  Disposal. 


House  and  trade  refuse  delivered  at  tip 
Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  private  owners 
Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department 

Refuse  delivered  at  tip  by  W.R.C.C.  (Highways) 
Salvage  from  shops  delivered  at  Skin  Yard  Depot 
Slag  delivered  at  tip  from  Parkgate  Iron  and  Steel  Works 

Total  number  of  loads  disposed  of 


2,234| 

loads 

137 

55 

824 

55 

168 

55 

214f 

55 

3,340 

55 

6,918 

55 

Estimated  weight  of  materials  disposed  of  at  the  tip  . .  33,000  tons 


Sale  of  Salvage. 


Weights 


Materials  Sold 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Waste  paper 

123 

17 

1 

23 

Textiles 

2 

8 

— 

— 

Ferrous  metals 

12 

5 

3 

24 

Non-ferrous  metals 

— 

9 

1 

12 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Totals  .  . 

139 

1 

1 

11 

Expenditure  and  Income. 

Details  of  expenditure  and  income  are  as  follows  : — 

Expenditure  £  s.  d. 

Refuse  collection  . .  . .  . .  7365  5  2 

Refuse  Disposal  . .  . .  . .  . .  1544  7  6 


Income 

Sale  of  Salvage  ..  ..  ..  ..  1298  13  3 

Trade  refuse  and  tip  charges  . .  . .  546  2  8 

Rents  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  4  18 


£  s.  d. 
8909  12  8 


1848  17  7 


Net  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 


7060  1 5  1 


The  net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  per  1,000  houses 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  was  £1499  8s.  3d.,  compared 
with  £653  11s.  7d.  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1939. 
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Conclusion. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  support  and  co-operation  in  connection  with  the  work  of  this 
Department.  The  staff  in  the  office  have  worked  hard,  efficiently  and  in 
harmony,  and  the  work  of  the  Department  and  service  to  the  public  has 
benefited  accordingly. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  WILKINSON, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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